MA CDM

Design Practice

Weekly Tasks

1)


a) 
Design the homepage for a site about information on how to choose the best digital media post-grad course in Ireland. (5 mins alone, 10 mins in group, 30 mins discuss)


b)
Design the ideal kitchen bin.


c)
Who’s got the best music player?

2)


a)
Design recycling bins for the college canteen that effectively separates the different waste streams and minimizes contamination. 


b)
Create an series of information posters that instruct people on how to use 
the bins.

(for next week: Choose either Ryanair.com or Aerlingus.com, and present a rough homepage redesign that improves the usability of the site.)

3)


a)
Choose either Ryanair.com or Aerlingus.com, or another airline site, and present a homepage redesign that improves the usability of the site.


b)
Bring in your favourite kitchen tool and explain its design success (or lack of)


(for next week: look at WebCourses and sketch up an improved interface, with list of required features)

4)


a)
Iterations: How to improve WebCourses. Bring your sketch and feature set into your group and agree design. 20mins. Change 2 group members and repeat process to refine features and appearance. 20 mins. What goals are most important, and what are the constraints on achieving those goals?


(for week 6: with group, submit final design and feature set)

5)


a)
Attractiveness Bias: show examples of a beautiful website, and a hideous website. How are they constructed, what makes for success? Visual tools, web graphics. 

6)
Reading week
7)


a)
We will examine an online game or board game. In groups we will determine the criteria and procedures for testing the game, and test the testing procedure.

8)


a)
[done week 2] Bring in a tool or device that you have had for more than a year. One that doesn’t work well, but still you keep it. Everybody has one.

9)


a)
[done Week 1 exercise] Design a pocket multi-tool. Outline an iPhone app for auto repair tips.

10)


a)


Week 11)


a)
Everyone will present their work for the Design Principles module and we will conduct a group critique by walking around the room commenting on the work, like an art class. But more sophisticated.

Week 12)


a)
Create a layout with the supplied information in four different sizes: 40x50mm; 148x210mm; 210x297mm; 840x1,188mm. What point size type is needed in each case? What would be the expected viewing distance?

Week 13)


a)
Choose either

