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The objective of this module is to introduce students to the digital skills they will require to meet the demands of the course. Students will be required to complete a number of tasks for creating and presenting information using different applications.

The goal is to create a collaborative project that  critically examines the skills and topics most important to your first year on the BA photography program. 

What preparation did you do before this course?

What are the most important topics you covered in the first term?

What would you suggest to students thinking about taking this course?

Objectives

Students will be required to:

· edit and scan examples of their photographic practice

· write summaries of their course work

· use Photoshop for basic image editing and compositing
· save, organize, and backup information in digtal form

· work collaboratively to edit material

· organize and format information for presentation through digital and printed media
· Follow file naming conventions
Techniques
Photoshop; Website; Flickr; Downloadable documents in Word and .pdf; Presentation in Powerpoint or Keynote.

File Naming Conventions
ALL work submitted for assessment must follow the proper naming conventions:

lastName-first-projectName.filetype. For example: kovar-tim-presentation.ppt 

No spaces, no random characters. Any file that doesn't follow the convention will not be assessed.
Outcomes
At the end of this module students will be able to:

· utilize word processing software 

· create a presentation using Powerpoint or Keynote 

· collaborate using electronic communication

· perform basic image editing for online distribution

Assessment
Individual Assignments: 
60%

Group Project:


40%

Questions

What are the best aspects of having to work with only B+W film the first year?

What are the worst parts?

What books or readings have been the most difficult?

What is completely different than what you expected?

What is the most important thing you have learned so far this year?

If someone wants to start the BA Photography next year, what advice would you give them?

What is the most interesting project you’ve done this year?

What are the best pictures you’ve taken outside of the course?

What is the difference between taking pictures for fun, and taking pictures for a college project?
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	Module description:

	This module will introduce the student to information technologies, specific applications and their use as part of the array of production techniques related to the transferable skills necessary to pursue a third-level degree and a concentration in photography.

	

	Module aim:

	The aim of this module is to develop the students’ computer skillls, communication and presentation techniques, and project management skills using a variety of computer applications.

	

	Learning outcomes:

	On completion of this module the student will be able to: 

1. demonstrate information retrieval skills;

2. transfer analog images to digital files;

3. capture, manipulate and distribute digital images;

4. design and produce a digital presentation;

5. use online collaboration techniques

6. effectively use the internet for academic work;

	

	Learning and teaching methods:

	Lectures – to present the key concepts and practices;

Workshops – to introduce skills and knowledge;

Demonstrations – to show correct procedures and application operations;

Discussion (group and individual) – to aid the student in self-evaluation;

Readings – to present the student with background material;

Tasks – to monitor the ability to fulfill a number of specific tasks.

	

	Module content:

	The module syllabus will include:

· Research skills 

· File formats and file management

· Word processing

· Online collaboration techniques 
· Working in a computer network environment
· Presentation techniques and applications
· Strategies for writing and reading project briefs and proposals

· Basic digital media production

· Organization, design and production of group projects

	

	Module assessment:

	Assessment is based on continuous, formative assessment through a series of learning tasks and projects undertaken to demonstrate specific learning outcomes such as computer based skills. 



	

	Essential reading:

	Help files accompanying specific applications. DIT Dissertation Guidelines.

	

	Supplemental readings:

	Study guides for specific applications.

	

	Web references, journals and other:

	Application tutorials from manufacturers and third parties. Specific references will be in the syllabus.

	

	Further details: 

	Module type:

Core

Duration:

One Semester

Contact hours:

3 per week/36 per semester

Independent learning hours:

64 per semester

Resources: 

Office and Photoshop (Mac and PC)

Room requirement:

PC and Mac Computer Lab, scanner and data projector

Additional information:

Teaching Computer Lab required with appropriate applications.
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